
SUMMARY
In early 2008, The Conservation Council 
of North Carolina joined forces with five 
other state and national environmental 
and conservation organizations to address 
four issues of common concern. Their goal was 
to educate the public and influence the N.C.  
Legislators to pass legislation during the 2008 
short session.

ASSIGNMENT
• Create an identity and brand the progressive 

nature of the cooperative effort.

• Establish the communication platforms 
that would be used to educate legislators.

PROGRAM ELEMENTS
Identity
Web site
Member Newsletter
Media Relations

RESULTS
The legislature took action passing critical 
legislation concerning North Carolina beaches 
and waterways. The NC Common Adenda has 
added five new priorities in 2009 and has 
continued to grow.

B r a n d  C o m m u n i c a t i o n  •  I n t e g r a t e d  M a r k e t i n g  •  P u b l i c  R e l a t i o n s

NC Common Agenda

Client:	 Conservation Council of North Carolina

case study 

As cited in numerous national publications, North Carolina is considered one of the best places to live and work with a high 

quality of living, a growing economy, and a wealth of natural resources.  Unfortunately, the resulting explosive growth in 

our population has placed increasing pressures on our state’s infrastructure, clean water resources, energy needs, air quality, 

and land. The potential impacts of climate change on North Carolina are becoming even clearer as we begin to address issues such 

as sea level rise, changing rainfall patterns, and loss of the coast line. 
To help address these challenges our state faces, we ask our state leaders at the General Assembly to support the NC Common 

Agenda: Priorities for the Environment
• Stop global warming, start clean cars• Strengthen North Carolina’s drought response• Defend our shoreline from hardened structures • Defend our coast from polluted runoff

When it comes to global warming, North Carolina has a lot at stake. With more than 3,000 miles of coastline, our state is the nation’s third most vulnerable to rising sea levels. Scientists predict higher temperatures will bring longer periods of drought, punctuated by more intense storms and heavy rains. To avoid the most catastrophic impacts of global warming, scientists agree that rising global warming emissions should peak no later than 2015, and decline by 80 percent or more by 2050.
By passing a renewable energy standard last year, the General Assembly took an important step in reducing global warming pollution from coal-fired power plants. Next, the General Assembly should reduce pollution from transportation, the second largest source of greenhouse gas pollution in North Carolina.

The Clean Cars Program will require new cars sold in North Carolina to emit significantly less global warming pollution than today’s cars—slashing emissions by 10 percent each year. Because new cars will be more efficient and pollute less, the program will save consumers more than $20 each month on gasoline. 

Thirteen states have already adopted the Clean Cars Program, and several more have pledged to do so. It’s time for North Carolina to join them.

For more information: Elizabeth Ouzts, Environment NC,  elizabeth@environmentnorthcarolina.org, (919) 833-0015

The recent drought – the worst in North Carolina’s history – reaffirmed the importance of managing our water resources wisely and highlighted the fact that North Carolina needs better water conservation, efficiency and drought management policies.  This summer, the General Assembly has the opportunity to protect our economy, communities and quality of life from the threat of future droughts.
In 2008, we’re asking the General Assembly to:• Strengthen water use registration and reporting requirements • Ensure local water and drought plans meet quality standards • Make certain that local growth decisions reflect available  water supplies 

• Require new construction to meet efficiency standards • Establish mandatory minimum water conservation standards that would apply during extreme droughts
We believe a growing North Carolina needs a stronger, more comprehensive water policy to prevent water wars. Taking these steps in 2008 will make a lasting impact by protecting communities across the state against unnecessary economic disruption in future droughts.  

For more information: Grady McCallie, NC Conservation Network, grady@ncconservationnetwork.org,  (919) 857-4699 or Amy Pickle, Southern Environmental  Law Center, apickle@selcnc.org, (919) 967-1450

North Carolina’s beaches are a public treasure. More than 
two decades ago, the state decided to protect this natural 
landscape for future generations by prohibiting hardened 

structures on beaches and inlets. It’s the cornerstone of North 
Carolina’s coastal policy and a national model.

The hazards of hardened 
structures are well known. A 
group of more than 40 state, 
national and international 
geologists concluded, “There is 
no debate: A structure placed at 
the terminus of a barrier island, 
near an inlet, will interrupt the 
natural sand bypass system…
and cause negative impacts to 
adjacent islands.”

By trapping sand on one side, jetties and groins accelerate erosion 
further down the beach and destroy the natural beauty of our coast.

Despite its success, the state ban on hardened structures is 
under attack. A lobby effort funded by the Figure Eight Island 
Homeowners’ Association is attempting to undo the ban to protect 
a dozen or so secondary homes. Other beach towns are cuing up 
right behind.  

After more than 20 years of failure, it’s time to fix the 
Coastal Stormwater Program. Ineffective state rules have 
caused permanent closures of shellfish waters to rise 

by 13 percent during the past two decades. This has had lasting 
impacts on our state’s coastal economy. 

Polluted stormwater carries 
bacteria and assorted chemicals to 
our rivers and sounds, and is the 
primary cause of 90 percent of all 
contaminated shellfish beds. More 
than 100,000 acres of shellfishing 
waters are permanently closed or, 
after moderate rains, are forced to 
temporarily close. Once our coastal 
waters are impaired,  
it’s difficult and expensive to restore.

In 2005, the state’s Division of Water Quality determined that 
the rules, put in place in 1985, to control stormwater in 20 
coastal counties have failed to protect our water. In response, 
the Environmental Management Commission has approved 
new rules that were the subject of four public hearings last 
year. These rules will insure that new development in the 
coastal region will not pollute our shellfish and swimming 
waters.

For more information: Jim Stephenson, NC Coastal Federation, jims@nccoast.org, (252) 393-8185


